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To my wife, Marian

Without whose help,
criticism, patience,
encouragement,

and understanding,
this book could never
have been produced.



When| look at thosetreesandl ook at the beautiful clear
blue sky above us here in Georgia andthe lakes, rivers
andstreamsthat surr oundus, | seethemfor what theyare
-- nature'sgift, something preciousthat we must conserve
and passon to ou children, their children andfuture
generations.

-- Chuck Leavdll

| fed a sense of pride in the history and teroic deeds
accompli shed by my forebears, andshall endeavor to so
liveso that my State will be proud o mefor doing my bit
to make the State a better Comnonwealth for future
generations.

-- from the Georgian's Creal

History isall explained by geography.
-- Robert Penn Warren



INTRODUCTION

Theorigin of thename of a wurty, town, river, or any geographicd feaure prominent enoughto have
been given a name dways excites the imagination d people wholive in or aroundthat community
or place But often it excites an ousider even more. Such isthe cae of Kenneth Kemler Krakow, a
native of lowa, who hesbeen in Georgiafor six yeas. During these yea's he has oought the origin of
every placenamein this date.

Krakow came to Georgia diredly from North Caroli na, where he had been assstant direcor of
foodservicesat theUniversity in Chapel Hill . In 1967 le caneto Mercer UniversityinMaawn,Georgia,
tofill the position o director of foodservices. But this alumnus of Michigan State University had a
continuing interest in education and an insatiable gpetite for new knowledge. He was not satisfied
to bemerely amember of the administrative staff; hefelt adesiretotry the aurriculumof this Southern
institution.Heregistered for coursesin History leadingtothedegreeof Master of Education,andamong
these aurses was my History 245, The History of Georgia.

When we ayreed that he might doaterm paper on dacenamesin Georgia, little did | redi ze that
| had apatential onomastic scholar on my hands, or in my hair! Andfrom that time to the present he
has been constantly "in my hair" as he has worked to expand hHsterm paper into thisbodk. But | have
enjoyed every hour of it; andl find, naw that | have read his manuscript through, | am quite favorably
impressed by theindustry, theinsight, andthe patienceof our Y ankeefriendwhoinlessthan six yeas
has learned more aou Georgia placenames than histeader has leaned in a period eight times as

long.

Krakow's interest in placenames was nat something that began in my Georgia History class
Actually, he had developed a general subjed during a caeea in management of food services that
enabled himto livein far away places sich as Paris, France for instance Asafirst lieutenant in the
United States Army, he managed a messhall in what had previously been alarge restaurant onthe
ChampsElysees. Atwar'send heresumed aninterrupted educationat Michigan State andtheremarried
a native, Marian June Tompkins. She shares with him his enthusiasm for placenames and their
derivations, and hasworked with him in compili ng this volume. On Krakow's graduation the cude
moved to Chicago where the young husband foundemployment at the Hotel Morrisonandtheir first
sonwashorn.n 1948hey movedto Rochester, Minnesota, where K rakow operated hisownrestaurant,
managed ahatel diningroom, andadded threemore dil drentothefamily. In 195%heK rakowsmoved
to Southern Cali forniawhere heworked asasal esrepresentativefor anationa foodconcern, andlater
asfoodservicesdiredor of alarge haspital in San Bernardino. It wasin Californiathat hefirst began
to be seriously interested in the derivation d placenames, as he seached ou the sources of the
interesting town names he encourtered there.

Krakow has made his bodk more useful and easier to use by following a ssimple dphabeticd
arrangement rather than atopicd one. Hehasindicated in every instancepaossble, inthelimited space
he has had to devote to the research, the origin of thousands of placenames. Some are derived from
the names of persons; some from geographicd feaures, some from places smil arly named; some ae
takenfromtheBible, other literary works, or mythology; some ae dterationsof existing or old names;
some were inspired by aneadates or spedal events; and some would nd fit any of these cdegories.
Particular attentionis given to definitions of Indian names, which aboundin Georgia. The compil er,
aself-confesed novicein terms of the length of time he has been in Georgia, has had the advantage
of many before him spending yeas gathering such information. To those he adknowledges his
indebtedness and citesthe ones he considers most reli able. Sometimes he dtes more than ore source
when nat able to determine which shoud be acceted as authentic. He of course, recognizes the
pioneaing work in this areadore by the late Professor JohnH. Goff of Emory University, whose
pubicaions and ndes are depasited in the State Department of Archives and History.

An examination d the extensive bibli ography shows the scope of Krakow's dili gent research.
Every possble sourcethat seamed authentic was examined as sonas the compil er was aware of its
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existence Locd citi zensandcourty historianshave sometimescaused doulisby telli ngfantastictales
of the origins of certain names. Krakow has tried to proted himself in cases of doult by indicaing
that such stories are merely heresay. Although criticd of the veradty of some of the stories, he often
leaves the reader the burden of separating fad from fancy.

Many will find this bodk useful, and even more will find it interesting. They will lean haw
"Puddevill €' becane Adel, and hav a segment was extraded from the word "Philadelphia’ by a
pioneg citi zen whowanted amore dignified namefor histown. They will be @leto tracethe spelli ng
of Ossabaw Islandthroughitsvariousforms, from Ossebah, Uss/baw, Hussaper, Hussaba, andOpispa,
or the ChattahoocheeRiver from Tchattauchi and Chatty Hoocheeto its present form, with several
variationsin between. They will findlegends surroundngtheoriginsof such pacesas"RisingFawn,"
"Taking Rock," "Po Biddy CrossRoad," and"Fargo.” They will choosewhat seeamstothemto bethe
most reasonable answer to the question d the origin o the namefor Fulton Courty, and many others
over which controversy stirs. Genedogistswill find helpful suggestionsfrom the many family names
to which placenames are asciated. All thisand ...l can't say "Heaven too," because thereis no
"Heaven" nor isthere a"Hell." That is, na in Georgia. But, yes Virginia, thereisa"Santa Claus."

As Krakow readily admits, his compilation as it goes to press has readied nofina point of
perfedion na completeness He expeds readers to verify or challenge any questionable statement;
it isa @ntinuing process--open-ended, ore might say. Many who wse this bodk will undoultedly
suggest additional entries which can be incorporated later in arevised edition.

Spencer B. King, Jr.
Mercer University
Maawn, Georgia

October 1974
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PREFACE

Theplacenamesof astaterefled variousaspedsof itsnature anditsculture, and phasesof itshistory.
Knowingthestoriesbehindthenamesof placesencounteredin Georgiagoesfar to help oreunderstand
the state better.

The people of Georgia ae proud d their state'srich historicd heritage, and it is hoped that this

volumewill providethema wnvenient sourceof badgroundmaterial i n encyclopedicform. Withthe
coming cdebration d our nation's bicentennial, the American Name Society isadively encouraging
all of the states to complete such pacename surveys by 1976.
Placename reseach isrelatively new in the United States, and urtil quite recently, very few states
havebeen subjed to any comprehensivetreament. However, in Europe, theinvestigationintotheorigin
and meaning of names hasbeen studied for agrea many yeasasabranch o phil ology or etymology.
TheGermanshavebeenthepioneasandteadiers, athough the Engli sh have completed some aeditable
work in thisfield.

Sincethisfield of study is 9 new, there aeno predse guide lines asto what categories of names
are to be properly included in such reference bodks at this. Most compil ers ssem to make diff erent
arbitrary dedsionsasto what isincluded, aside from the obvious coverage of citi es, towns, courties,
andrivers. For example, R.M. Hansonin his 1969 bod on Virginia Place Names, includes bridges,
tunrels, rail road companies, peninsulas, streas and buldings. Robert L. Ramsay's Introduction to a
Survey of Missouri Names (1934 li stsnamesof suchthingsaschurchesandschods. Ontheother hand,
for example, amore spedali zed coverage is foundin Willi am D. Overman's 1959 pacename bodk,
Ohio Town Names.

This volume includes information onthe creaion, raming, size, and cerivation d al 159 d the
present courtiesof Georgia, aswell as omewhich nolonger exist, suchasBourbonCourty, Campbell
Courty, FredericaCourty, Milton Courty, Savannah Courty, andthe origina Walton Courty, which
waslocaedinwhat isnow determinedto beNorth Carolina. All of the wurtiesof Georgiawere aeaed
by ads of the state legislature (except the éght Constitutional Courties, gv.) onthe datesindicaed
at the entry for ead courty. As succealing courtieswereformed from ealier ones, theoriginal areas
naturally deaeased. The aeaindicaed herein isthe present size of eat county.

Alsoincluded here aethe dtiesandtowns, plusall the murny seasand some militi adistricts, as
well as crosgoads and rural communiti es. Dates of incorpaoration  cities and towns given are the
ealiest that werefoundintheofficia staterecordsof when approved by adsof thelegislature. Within
the county entriesare given dateswhen courthousesweredestroyed by firesor adsof God,toindicae
where official recmrds may have been lost. Many of the dead towns of Georgia aelisted here, asare
agrea many rural post offices, whichinsome caesexisted orly briefly, sometimesinthe postmaster's
home or placeof business Namesof some of theprincipal Indian townsandvill agesare dsoincluded.

The major islands and rivers have been included, as well as lakes, dams, reservoirs, and alarge
number of the state's many streams. Herein also are the names of mourtains, vall eys, passs, bluffs,
ferries, river bends, swamps, bridges andridges. Nealy all of Georgias gate parks are here, aswell
assomeformer Indian trail s, ealy milit ary roads, etc. Also included are the milit ary install ations, as
well as the grea many forts, past and present, and information as to the foundng and reming of
colleges and uriversities.

The general intentionisto include so many general categories that this compil ation will i nterest
and ke of value to the greaer number of persons.

Thenamesonthemap of Georgiareardthepeadliaritiesof her longandvaried history. Thisregion
hasbeeninhabitedfor at least 10,000yeas, ashasbeen establi shed by evidencefoundat theOcmulgee
Mounds of Maon. JohnGoff has pointed ou that the oldest recorded pacenamesfoundin ou state
are Appalachee and Aucill a, bah ealy Indian names.

Many of the streams, aswell as smetownsandafew courties, preserve Indian namesto remind
us of those who originally dwelt onthisland. Names of Cherokeederivation are foundmostly in the
northern mountainous edion of Georgia, where these Indians lived and establi shed a constitutional
government before this gate systematicdly drove dl of the natives from its borders in 1838.The
Seminde Indians (whowere originally Muscogees) lived in the far south, mostly nea Florida andin
thevicinity of the OkefenokeeSwamp. Most of the remainder of the state was occupied by the Creek
Indians, which were predominantly Muskogean. When these Indianswere foundliving along Ochise
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Creek (the OcmulgeeRiver), the ealy white explorersreferred to them asthe Ochise Creek Indians,
later shortened to "Creek Indians.”

Thefirst whitemento set foot in what isnow Georgiawere Spanish explorersunder thelealership
of HernandoDeSoto, seachingfor gold herefrom 1539to 1542 The spanish cdl ed theregionBimini
and LaFlorida, and remed their first island settlement Guale. They put their ealy missonson The
Golden Isles of Georgia's coast, and these islands were then given Spanish names.

The permanent settlement of the state began with the establi shment of Georgia by General James
Edward Oglethorpein 1733 Additional settlers came soonafterwards from England, aswell as sme
Salzburgers from Germany, foll owed by others from the Carolinas and Virginia and from Kentucky
and Tennessee

Names of English places and people were anong the first to be gplied to Georgia places. Some
of the original courties were named for Engli shmen who were sympathetic to the cloniesin their
disputes with the mother courtry.

Y ankees were dso attraded to Georgia, such as Henry Harding Tift, Samuel Griswold, and
Philander H. Fitzgerald. Their nameswereto befound orthe Georgiamap, aswell asother northerners
like Robert Fulton, DeWitt Clinton,and Zebulon Pike, and some Y ankee dti eslike Albany, Duluth,
Boston, and Phil adelphia (Adel.).

AsGreecesupdied classcd columnsto "Georgian” architedure adopted in the new state, it also
supdied namesfor some of itstowns. Charles Lagondakis (in the Georgia Historical Quarterly) has
pointed out the Greek derivations of placenames such as, Athens, Climax, Eudara, Omega, Sparta
and Y psil anti.

The American Revolution produced many of Georgias placenames, such as Greene, Jasper,
Lincoln, Newton, Paulding, Pulaski, Washington, and Wayne curties. The only courty in the state
to be named for awoman is Hart Courty, named for Nancy Hart. She was a lorful figure of the
Revolution,whoacmrding to legend,singlehandedly captured agroup d Torieswhowere dterwards
exeauted. Clarke Courty, which isthe smallest in area was named for Revolutionary hero, General
Elijah Clarke. After the war he atempted to establish his Trans-OconeeRepubic in the vicinity of
today's Mill edgevill e, much to the dismay of President George Washington.

Some of Georgias placenames are reminiscent of the Civil War. We have aJeff Davis Courty
named for Jeff erson Davis, whowas president of the Confederacy, and Stephens Courty named for
Alexander Stephens, whowasthevicepresident. Confederateleader Robert Toombswasremembered
by the naming of Toombs Courty and also the town of Toomsboro. Evans Courty, Turner Courty,
and Wheder Courty were dso named for noted dfficers of the Confederagy.

Such placenames are eaily enough found.But the authoriti es are nat alwaysin agreanent asto
others, anditisnot alwaysposgbleto establi shwith any certainty which derivationisthemost reli able.
Therefore, the ompil er hasincluded all suggested derivationsfound, dtenindicaingthesourcesused.
When it isindicated that the derivation d a placeisunknown, this of course meansthat no authority
has been found ly the compil er to explain the origin o the particular placenamein guestion.

No attempt has been made towards grict uniformity of treament for all the entries in thiswork,
because of the wide variancein the present information avail able. However, astandard procedure for
handing of the murties has been used here, wherein the date of creaionisfirst given, foll owed by
its size in square mil es, and then an explanation o from whom or what the @urty in question was
named. Much of this particular information was taken from the most recent edition d the Georgia
Official and Satistical Register, which is puldished by the Georgia Department of Archives and
History. Foll owingtheinformationregardingthederivation d the courty namewill bethedesignation
of the murty sea. Incidentally, where the name of ead county sed is shown in the dphabeticdly
listing, it will be so designated by the abreviation"CS."

Every eff ort was madetoward achieving thehighest possble acaracy intheinformation resented
here. It must be pointed ou however, that by the nature of thisfield of study, there can be avery few
absol utes, particularly inregardtotheoriginsof thenamesof places. Eveninthoserareinstanceswhen
it isrecorded at thetime it isdore that a particular nameisto be given to aplace thereisfrequently
anomisgonastowhy itwasgiven, a exadly towhomthenamerefers. Eveninthenaming of courties,
there have been disagreaments asto which o several personswith the same name were meant to be
so honaed, such asinthe caes of Brantley Cournty, CobbCourty, Fulton Courty and White Courty.
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Inmany instances, legendshave beeninvented to explain hov some of Georgiastownswerenamed,
which are often more fascinating than the true derivations. Some haverelated how Georgiasfirst city
was named when ayoung maiden was drowning, anda cdl came out to "Save Annal" thus the place
wascdled SAVANNAH. Or it wasoftensaid that ALMA in Bacon Cournty wasnamed fromtheiniti al
letters of Georgias siccesdve state caitals: Augusta, Louisvill e, Mill edgevill e, and Atlanta. And a
story came out that the old town of HAHIRA in Lowndes County was given this name because of a
railroad enginea named Hira, whose friends, would cdl to him, "Hey Hiral"

The NACOOCHEE RIVER of White Courty and LAKE NACOOCHEE in Rabun Courty were
suppasedly named for an incident when an Indian maiden cdl ed Nacocheejumped to her deah after
her father, the chieftain, prevented her marriageto abraveof analientribe, withwhomshewasinlove.
Anather Indian legend relates to the naming of Dade Courty'stown of RISING FAWN, inwhich the
Cherokeechief there named his newborn daughter from the first thing he saw the morning the infant
wasbarn, afawnrising from over the neaby hill . The Madison Courty community of POCATALIGO
was so named acarding to alegendwhich tell s of amethod d urging abalky mule to move, andthat
isto, "Poke 'etail 'e go." And ore of the most ridiculous goriestold of the naming of RESACA in
Gordon Courty, in which ayourg Indian brave commanded "Re-sadkal" after the sack waslifted to
reved theunattradivefaceof aprospedivebride. These and aher legendswere aeaed by somewho
were unaware of the adual derivations of these Georgia placenames.

The most obscure placenames of course ae those of Indian origin. These diadleds are seldom
tranglatable word-for-word, hencethere are often several interpretations of the meanings of a given
Indian name. The Cherokeelndians of Georgia were the only native Americans to have aeded an
a phabet and a written language, but this has nat proven to be of particular help in tranglating their
placenames into English. The guttural Indian rendering of their words have been written as they
sounckd to DeSoto, Bartram, Hawkins, Moorey, and ahers. Some of the more common spelli ngs of
Indian dacenameshavebeenincludedinthiscompil ation: "Okefenokee' hasbeenrecorded with over
77 dfferent spelli ngs!

In the wurse of this reseach, every name listed wasfirst located on ore or more maps to verify
itslocation, andto determine whether the place &iststoday. Thiswas also dorein arder to be ale
toindicae areliably as possible the present status of the placelisted. Current road maps of Georgia
aswell as of the individual cournties were examined, and also current atlases. The state Department
of Archives and History provided the use of its vast colledion d maps dating badk to the foundng
of Georgia.

Individual historieshave beenwritten of only abou two-thirdsof Georgia'scourties. Most of these
furnish information onthe foundng and raming of their towns, and in some instances other place
names. Generally, these cournty historieswerewrittenand publi shedinresponseto aresol ution passed
by the State Aseembly, August 23,1929, requesting that all courtiesin Georgia havetheir individual
historieswritten and puldi shed before the State's bicentennial cdebration onGeorgia Day, February
12, 1933.Some of the murties complied with this request, but there remained abou 100which did
nat. A number of these have since been pubished, and these too were mnsulted, as were some dty
histories, such as Athens, Columbus, Maon, Mill edgevill e, Rome, Savannah, etc. The most helpful
of these has been Franklin M. Garrett's two-volume, Atlanta and Environs, puldished in 1954.

Thefirstbodk to bewritten onGeorgiaplacenameswasthe Reverend Adiel Sherwoods Gazetteer
of the state of Georgia which was published in several editions beginning in 1827.This contains
alphabeticdly listed places, with descriptionsand cccasional derivations. In 1855 Reverend George
White isaued his Historical Collections of Georgia, which proved helpful for the ealier periods of
settlement. A more comprehensive sourcewasL ucien Lamar K night'stwo-volume Georgia Landmarks
and Legends, which waspulishedin 1913 Another useful sourcewasthethreevolume, Cyclopedia
of Georgia, pulishedin 1906 ly Governor Allen D. Cander and General Clement A. Evans, which
provides good descriptions of the murties, citi es, and towns, aswell astheleading personages of the
State.

Anexcdlent sourcebodk used was, Georgia, A Guideto its Townsand Countryside, compil ed by
WPA writers, and publi shed by the GeorgiaBoard of Educaionin 1940 Undouliedly themost useful
thorough, andreli able sourceof information onGeorgia placenamesisthe extensive work compiled
by the late JohnH. Goff of Emory University. Much o this was published over aperiod o yeasin
the Georgia Mineral Newsletter, in the series, "A Short Study in Georgia PlaceNames." Additional
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informationwas also oltained from Goff s placenamefilesand unputti shed papersin the aistody of
the state's Surveyor-General Department. One of the most recent compil ations to appea is Hal E.
Brinkley's handy littl e bodklet, How Georgia Got Her Names, which was copyrighted in 1967.

Much of the information used here has come from historicd markers which have been ereded
throughou the stateby the GeorgiaHistoricd Commissgon.Thaoseof uswhoareinterestedin our state's
history are indebted to Carroll Proctor Scruggs, who compil ed and published in 1973the mmplete
texts of these 1,752Georgia Historical Markers.

Some of thedataused wasobtained by writteninquiriesandal so by personal y travelli ngthroughout
the state to questionresidents as to the name derivations of their own locdliti es. Also, agred ded of
information was foundin the pages of the daily newspapers in the state, particularly anniversary
editions, and in such periodicds as Georgia Magazine and Georgia Historical Quarterly.

It iswith much peasurethat appredationisexpressed for the help and encouragement off ered by
Dr. Spencer Bidwell King, Jr. of Mercer University, whoread themanuscript inthefirst draft, correded
historicd inacairades, aswell asmakinginnumerable constructivesuggestions. His gudent al sothanks
Dr. Kingfor providing thedeli ghtful i ntroductionfor thevolume. Va uable asdstancehasbeen provided
by Mrs. Pat Bryant of the State of GeorgiaSurveyor-General Department, whomade avail ablethemaps
and reaords in her custody. The compiler is grateful for the dforts of Mrs. Bryant's associate, Mr.
Marion R. Hemperley, who read the manuscript in its entirety, correding fadual errorstherein. Mr.
Dumont Bunn d the Mercer University Library was helpful in aiding the compil er as to the form of
presentation,and hel ped procure placenamesourcematerial fromother li braries. Whatever faultsand
inacalrades that may remain are the resporsihility of thiswriter alone.

The compiler is grateful for the help and cooperation recaved by thase who suppied needed
information,aidedintheresearch, and hel pedinmany other waystowardsthe wmpletion o thiseff ort.
Some of thase who contributed in these ways are: Jewell R. Alverson, Lora Burns, Leah Chanin,
Kenneth Cherry, Ed Corson, Mrs. Joseph C. Coward, Helen W. Coxon, S.H. Croft, Mrs. Henry
Dunham, J.E. Earnest, Hubert Hamilton, Ruth Harben, Hazel M. Harvey, Herman Huhn, Cindy
Hinebaugh, Jimmy Jones, W.W. "Billy" Keith, Jr., Betty Kemp, Katherine E. Mann, Daniel Lamar
Metz, Jr., Elizabeth Midd ebrooks, Violet Moore, Mary Overby, W.S. Palmer, Joseph Parham, John
R. Patterson, Milton L. Realy, C.P.A.C. "Chris' Reynalds, Nell W. Rogers, Perry U. Rozier, Anna
E. Schnikel, DonL. Shadburn, Mary Singleton,Emory P. Smith, Jr., MarionSmith, J. Clayton Stephens,
Jr., Claude G. Stevens, Mrs. Ray Tench, Tommy Toles, Solon W. Ware, Jr., JohnW. Watson, and
Miriam L. Wheder.

One of the frustrating aspeds of this endeavor isthe fad that a grea ded of documentationis
ladking, or at least very difficult to locaeif it doesexist. Therefore, the compil er would liketo invite
corresponcence from individuals who are ale to supfdy any additions to or corredions of the data
rearded here, which would be useful for apossble revised edition d this work.

Kenneth K. Krakow
Maawn, Georgia
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Itishardto believethat it has been over 18 years since Georgia Place-Names was published. And it
hasbeen gratifyingtofindthat thebook was greeted with suchwarmreception after being first of fered.
When completed in 1974, the manuscript was submitted to severa publishers with some polite
rejections. The University of Georgia Press was quite complimentary about the book, but they had
aready begun work on the publication of asimilar title, Placenames of Georgia by John Goff. With
their words of encouragement, | made the decision to publish the book myself.

| realized that many best sellers were finally published only after dozens of rejections and some
well known authors got their start by doing it themsel ves; names such as Carl Sandburg, EzraPound,
Zane Gray, James Joyce and D. H. Lawrence. Speaking of derivations, the name, Winship Press, was
adopted inasmuch aswewerethen living on Winship Street at thetimethiswork wasundertaken. This
street was undoubtedly named for the prominent Winship family of Macon.

Some of the readers from around the state said they were surprised to find listed so many of the
small, little known communities from their areas. Students particularly were fascinated by the
descriptions of the many dead towns in Georgia. The book was meant as a reference guide, but
surprisingly, some people said they read it through from cover to cover.

Thereviewsweregenerally complimentary alongwith some constructive comments. Dean William
Tate of the University of Georgia, who authored a book, Strolls Around Athens, wrote a review for
The Georgia Historical Quarterly in which he stated, "Krakow has surpassed his predecessors and
has done yeoman service in combining much into awell arranged book." Tate wrote to me later and
said there would surely be a second edition and that he would like to collaborate with me on it when
thisisdone. Unfortunately he passed onin 1980. In 1976, Georgia Liferanareview of Georgia Place-
Names wherein the reviewer stated, "This is the most useful and up-to-date book on the subject
available and should be in all public and school libraries. It is also a useful traveling companion.”

Shortly after Georgia Place-Names came out, | presented a copy to the late Joe Parham, editor of
The Macon News, since he had shown an interest in such things. He was running adaily column and
whenever he could think of nothing else to write about he would elaborate on items he had gleamed
from this book.

INn 1991 | submitted my research notesand correspondenceto the University of GeorgiaLibraries,
upon their request. They had indicated they were"...always searching for papers of individuals who
have made significant contributionsto Georgia." They further stated, "Y our book iswidely used and
| am surprised that it has not been reprinted.”

With this prospect of the publishing of a second edition in mind, | have continued to accumulate
additional information which has now been incorporated in this present volume. Additional datahas
been made avail able with the publication of 36 more county historiesin the past 20 years. | wishto
acknowledge the help and encouragement received from Amelila Barclay and Ron Jackson as well
asthevaluabl e assistance of my wife Marian who proofed the entire manuscript. Also | appreciatethe
help of my son Ken Jr. who coordinated the computer application of Georgia Place-Names as well
as providing the new portrait of the compiler. Thanks also go to my son Greg who did the graphics,
layout and typesetting for thebook. And | thank thekindnessof Chuck L eavell for granting permission
to use his delightful quotation on pageiv.

Kenneth K. Krakow
Macon, Georgia
July 1994
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Over many yeas, Kenneth Krakow and | followed ou mutual interest in Georgia history by
passonately pursuing the originsand history of Georgias place names. Many days, weekends
and vacdions were spent traveling the state; visiting libraries and archives, and talking with
locd history experts at road side gas dationsand past offices. We produced what we felt was
anacarate andimportant contributiontothe historicd reardsof this date, two comprehensive
editions of Georgia Place-Names.

In recent yeas there has been a growing interest in locd history and genedogy. As aresult,
Geor gia Place-Names hasrecaved many favorablereviews. Thefirst and seaondeditionshave
been ou of print for severa yeas. However, | continue to receve numerous requests for
additional copies. Inresponseto theserequests, we ae pubishing thethird edition d Georgia
Place-Names. It includes 84 additions and 260revisions to the second edition and was
completed by Ken in January 1997. Kenneth Krakow, Sr. passed away on April 16, 1998n
Maawn, Georgia. The third edition d Georgia Place-Names, with his final revisions, is
pulished pasthumously by hisfamily in loving memory of him.

Marian Krakow
Maawn, Georgia
October, 1999



MILITIA DISTRICTS

The state of Georgiaisdivided into 159courties, and ead courty is subdvided into further pditi cd
divisions known as militi adistricts. Thisisthe only state to have such a designation, althoudh ather
states do dvide their courtiesinto small er units, usually cdl ed townships.

Georgia's militi a dates badk to colonial days and was authorized by the General Assmbly April
16,1751.The original intention was to provide protedion against the Indians. All able-boded male
whiteciti zens, betweenthe agesof 18and 45(unlessexempt) were & that time enroll edintothemili tia.

Eadh militi adistrict was srved by a ampany of approximately 100menwhoeleded ore of their
membersto bethe caotainin charge. Thedistrictswere & first named for their cgptains, but confusion
arose because of dufi cationsof namesandchangesin command. |t wasthen deddedto usethepresent
system, numbering the districts, beginning with thefirst organized. Besides using the numbers, some
districts haveretained the original namesfor thefirst captains, others have been named for prominent
men, towns or communities, or from other origins.

The militi awas under the dired command d the governor, could na be sent out of the state, and
could orly be used to repel invasion and preserve order. After the Indians were finally driven from
the state, the militi a organization gradually took on a sort of social asped.

During the Civil War, the Conscription Act of the Confederacy in effed wiped ou the state militi a
by forcing its men into the regular Confederate Army. In the Twentieth Century, some of the militi a
companies becane National Guard uritsfor servicein the Mexican corflict of 1916,and some went
oncoast guard duty against the Germansin World War 1. Today the militi adistrict isthe ulti mate unit
inGeorgiaspdliti cd division,andisnolonger milit ary in nature. Each dstrict isentitled to orejustice
of the peaceeleded hy the people, and ore natary pulblic, recommended by the grandjury, and bah
commissoned by thegovernor, two baili ff s, eleded by the people, andcommisgoned by theordinary,
and ore justice ourt ead month, and avoting prednct.



