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OAK. Within the borders of Georgia ae fourd
at least 23 spedes of the oak treeor shrub, genus
Quercus. It istherefore nat surprising to find a
grea many placenameswhich include"Oak" in
their designation. There was once acommunity
of OAK in south Barrien Courty, and also an
OAK BOWER in Hart Courty, 4 12 miles east
of Hartwell . A post officein FultonCourty named
OAKDALE was establi shed from 1887to 1899,
when the name was changed to CHAT-

TAHOOCHEE(qg.v.). OAKFIELD isin nathwest
Worth Courty, andanother OAKFIELD inCrisp
County, being incorporated Decanber 6, 1900.
Places with the name OAK GROVE have been

foundin Cherokee DeKalb, Fulton and Mamn
courties. InGil mer Courty, locaed below Elli jay,

isan OAK HILL ; therewasa soa ommunity nea

Covingtonin NewtonCounty caled OAK HILL,

and ancther locaed five miles northwest of

Greensboro in Greene Courty. The town of

OAKHURST inDeKalb Cournty wasincorporated

August 13, 1910and was incorporated into the
town of Decatur, August 14, 1916.There was
ancther OAKHURST in CobbCourty, abou six

milesfromMarietta OAKLAND ACADEMY was
establishedin Gil mer Courty in 1867at Cartecey
andwasdiscontinuedin 1920Thetown of OAK -

LAND CITY inFultonCourty wasincorporated

Deceanber 12, 1894 and was located in what is
now Atlanta, between West EndandFort M cPher-

son. There have been communiti es named OAK -

LAND infour other courties: Glynn, Gwinnett,

Leeand Meriwether. OAKLAWN islocaed in

western BrooksCourty at the ThomasCourty line.

The town of OAKMAN in Gordon Courty was
incorporated March 24, 193%0 July 1, 1999t was
so named for alocd deder in cak logswhowas
cdled"theoak man." OAK RIDGE wasthename
given to a community in Meriwether County,

seven mil esnorthwest of Greevill e. Inthenorth-

west corner of Meriwether Courty isLONE OAK,

and the murty also has a RED OAK CREEK.

OAK PARK, MuscogeeCourty, wasincorporated

August 18, 1906andisnow apart of Columbus.

The vill age of OAKWOOD in Hall Courty was
incorporated August 12, 19031n 1884 ,aColonel

Fort purchased 4,500aaes at OAK LAWN in

easternHoustonCourty. Seealso BigOak, Twiggs
Couny, RoundOak, Jones Courty andWhite Oak,

Camden Courty.

OAK CANE BRANCH, Jenkins Couny.
Locaed onthe north side of the Ogeedeeriver,
twomiles outheast of Mil len. Goff f oundthat this
streamwasoriginaly cdled OCAIN'SBRANCH
after Daniel O'Cain, whowasgivenagrant of 300
aaesinthevicinity in 1762.

OAKFUSKEE CREEK, PikeCounty. Empties
intothe Fli nt River west of Concord. The Musko-
gean name means "Down in apoint of land," and
was originally appliedtotheoldtrail, OAKFUS-
KEEPATH. Itranthrough the Upper Creek town
of Oakfukeein Dade Courty, Alabama and ex-
tended eastward through Greenvill e, Griffin and
Warrenton to Augusta.

OAKFUSKOOCHEE TALLAUHASSEE,
TroupCourty. Thiswasonce &lourishingancient
Muskogeelndian town at asitethreemilesnorth
of the present West Point. English traders from
Charles Town, South Carolinavisited here oou
1685.Thetown existed urtil about 1790whenits
inhabitants moved westward to settle on the
Tallapocsa River.

OBALDAQUINI, GlynnCourty. Anealy Span-
ish nameforthepresent JEKYLL ISLAND (g.v.).

OCEAN CITY, Chatham Courty. Thisidand
town on the Atlantic Ocear was incorporated
October 15, 1887.The name was changed to
TYBEE (q.v.) Decanber 26, 1888,and is now
cadled SAVANNAH BEACH (q.v.).

OCHEE FINNAU, Baldwin Courty. Thiswas
what the Lower Creeks cdled the site of TOMS
FORD (g.v.) onthe OcmulgeeRiver. The name
signifies hickory bridge or foatlog from ochi,
"hickory," and fina, "a crossng fadlity over a
stream.”

OCHILLEE CREEK, Chattahoachee amdMari-
oncourties. Now cdled PINK KNOT CREEK,
it rises abou six miles northwest of Buena Vista
andflowswesterly toUpatoi Creek. Originaly the
name was NOCHILLEHATCHEE or NOCHIL-
LEE. with its meaning interpreted as " Camping
Cree&k" or "Seging Creek." It has also been
thowght tosignify "Dead Hickory," fromtheCreek,
ochi, "hickory," andili, "dead." A railroad station
inMarionCournty wasgiventhename OCHILLEE,
andasoaformer villagein upper Chattahoachee
County, which is now a part of Fort Benning
milit ary reservation.

OCHISE or (OCHEESE) CREEK. Thiswas
theealy namegiventothe OCMULGEERIVER,
presumably after the Y uchi Indians of the Creek
codlition, who lived onits banks. The English
cdledthese ealy inhabitantsthe" Ocheese Creek
Indians' andlater shorteneditto" Creek Indians,”
which is believed to be how the Creek Indians
wereso named. TheMuskogeelndianword ochee-
sesignifies"bubdingup d water fromaspring.”
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OCHLOCKONEE RIVER. Called " Oaklock-
neé' by old timersinthisregion.Risesin Worth
County andflowsthrough Colquitt, Thomasand
Grady courtiesand minto Florida. It wasnamed
GUACUCA by De Soto when hediscovered this
waterway in 1540.Some variations of spelli ngs
have included OKLOKNEE, OCHLOCHNEE,
OCHLOCKNEE and OCKLOCKONY.
OCKLOCKNEY wasthe ealy nameof thepresent
city of MOULTRIE (q.v.), and there is today a
town in nathwest Thomas Courty cdled
OCKLOCKNEE, bath namedfromtheriver. The
Indian word means "Yellow Water," from the
Hitchiti, oki, "water,” and lakni, "yellow," as
reported by Willi am Real. It was also said to
possbly mean "North River."

OCHWALKEE CREEK, LaurensandWheder
courties. Often caled OKEEWALKEECREEK
(g.v.), thisis a tributary of the Oconee River.
Means"dirty water," fromtheCreek, oki, "water,"
andholwaki, "dirty." Thisnameof OCHWALKEE
isgiventoa ommmunity inWheder Courty which
islocaed nea the Montgomery Courty line.

OCILLA, CSIrwinCourty. Pronourced" Oh-sll *-

uh." Incorporated as atown November 24, 1897.

It becane the county sea in 1906when the sea
wasmoved fromIrwinville. Thisisan dd Indian
name, avariation o Aucill a(see Aucill aRiver).
Some sources have suggested it is derived from
Oswitchee, an Indian town, or from the name of
an Indian chief Ocillawho lived in Wiregrass
Coffee County. J.B. Clements claims to have
traceal the name bad, first to ASSLE, andthen
AGLIE,AXILLA,AGULIL,OCHILE andfinaly
OCILLA.

OCKLAU CREEK, Pulaski County. Willi am
Rea reportsof this greamfroman 1823Tanner
Map.Hesaid that thederivationisprobably from
the Creek word, aklowahi, meaning "muddy."

OCMULGEE RIVER.Pronourced" Oak-mul'-
gee" withahard"g." Originatesat L ake Jackson
(g.v.) which is fed by the South River, Yellow
River and Alcovy River. It flows sutheasterly
through the middle of the state urtil it i s joined
by the Little Ocmulgee ad Oconeerivers above
Hazlehurst to form the Altamaha. The ealy
English settlerscdledit OCHISE CREEK (q.v.).
The Indian name of this waterway is from the
Hitchiti, oki, "water," andmulgis, "it isbaili ng (or
bubHing)." Thefirst element of theword hasal so
been saidto befromthelndianword och, meaning
"in" or "down in." Some variations of spelling
have included OAKMULGEE and OKMULGI.
Today's maps no longer show some of the ealy
communities with names taken from this river,
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such as OCMULGEE in eastern Monroe Courty
andOCMUL GEEinthe extremenortheast corner
of CoffeeCourty. There were two placescaled
OCMULGEEWHARF, orein nathern Jeff Davis
Courty andanather ineastern Wil cox Courty. An
old past officeof OCMULGEEV ILLE waslocaed
nine mil eswest of Hazlehurst inwhat is now Jeff
Davis Courty.

OCMULGEE MOUNDS, Bibb Courty. This
683-aaereservewasestabli shed asthe OCMUL -
GEE NATIONAL MONUMENT on December
23, 1936foll owing arequest by U.S. congressman
from Georgia, Carl Vinson.Thisisthesite, of the
former OCMULGEE OLD TOWN (or OLD
OCMULGEE FIELDS) which was the original
Indian settlement at the site of the present MA-
CON. From abou 8000B.C. to 1717A.D., six
diff erent culturesareknownto haveinhabitedthe
area the Wandering Hunters, the Shellfish Eaters,
the Early Farmers, the Master Farmers, the
Reonquerors and finally the Creek Indians.

OCONEE, WashingtonCourty. Thiscommunity
islocaed 12mil es outhwest of Sandersvill e, nea
the OconeeRiver, andwasincorporated asatown
February 28, 18761t was first settled when the
Central of GeorgiaRail roadwasbuilt abou 1842,
and aiginaly cdled STATION NUMBER 14.

OCONEE COUNTY. CreaedFebruary 25, 186
with 186square mil es taken from part of Clarke
County. Namedfor theOconeeRiver (g.v.) which
forms its east boundry. The county sed is
Watkinsvill e (q.v.).

OCONEE HEIGHTS, Clarke Courty. This
community is located onthe northwest edge of
Athens, andisnow apart of that city. Named from
the OconeeRiver, it wasformerly cadled BOHU-
RON.

OCONEE OLD TOWN (or OLD OCONEE
TOWN), Baldwin Courty. This former Indian
townwaslocaedjust below Rock Landing about
four miles outh of Mill edgevill e. Themain bady
of the Oconeelndians lived here urtil the white
men came in the 18th century. The Indians then
establi shed atown nathwest onthe Chattahocachee
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River abou 1716 which they cdled LITTLE
OCONEE, andthey soontheredter went to live
in Florida. It was said that the Apaladchee or
Hitchiti town of OCONI was "misgonized" as
ealy as1655.The misdonlist of 1680referred
toit as SAN FRANCISCO DE OCONI. Seealso
Cofagui.

OCONEE RIVER. This250mil ewaterway rises
nea LulainHall Cournty andflowssouthwardto
jointheOcmulgeeRiver aboveHazlehursttoform
the Altamaha. The nameisderived froman early
Cre&k Indian settlement in natheast Baldwin
County cdled Oconee Old Town (g.v.). Oconee
istheCreekwordfor "theplaceof springs* or "the
water eyes of the hill s." Variations of spelli ngs
have included OCONE, OCONI, OCONY,
EKWONI, UKWU'NU andUKWU'NI. Itwasalso
knownasETOHOIintheupper part. TheMIDDLE
OCONEERIVERwasformerly cadledITHLOBEE
by the Indians.

OCONEE WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS,
Hall County. Wasa socdledWHITESULPHUR
SFRINGS (q.v.).

OCTAVIA, CobbCourty. An ealy community
which was locaed on Mud Creek, abou 6 1/2
miles uthwest of Marietta. Thenameisbelieved
derived from the sister of the Roman emperor
Augustus, the wife of Mark Antony.

ODESSADALE, Meriwether Courty. Now only
acommunity, which wasincorporated asatown
August23,19080July 1, 19950riginaly named
XERXES(qwV.), it waslater cal ed ODESSA after
MissOdessa Jane Thompson, daughter of ealy
settler from South Caroli na, JamesW. Thompson.
The post office was established here June 30,
1891.

ODINGSELL RIVER, ChathamCourty. Sepa-
rates Wassaw Island from Little Wassaw Island.
LillaHawes sid it was probably named for the
Charles A. Odingsell family.

ODUM, Wayne Courty. Incorporated asatown
August 22, 1907Mr. J.A. Odum was one of the
original courcilmen.

OGEECHEE RIVER. AlsocdledtheGREAT
OGEECHEERIVER, itisoneof the26 urtamed
rivers in the United States. This 233-mile long
river beginsnea Union Point in Greene Courty,
andflows utheasterly inthe eatern part of the
state, and enters the Atlantic Ocean onthe south
border of Chatham Courty. The Muskogean name
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is Okeechee, which means"River of the Uchees'
(seeUcheeCreek). The English called thestream
HOGEECHEE. Therewasformerly acommunity
in Jefferson Courty cdled OGEECHEE TOWN
(see Galphinton). A community on the river in
southwest Screven Courty isnamed OGEECHEE
It was originaly known by its railroad name,
STATION NO. 6 12.

OGEECHEE ROAD. Foll owedthe murseof the
OgeedteeRiver between SavannahandLouisvill e.
Itwasan dd paost road establi shed by theU.S. Post
Office Department before 1800, and was later
cdled LOUISVILLE ROAD. Thepresent Georgia
Highway 17 foll ows the same route.

OGLETHORPE, CS Mamn County. Settled
about 1840, ncorporated asatown December 14,
1849,asa dty January 22, 1%62,and becanethe
courty sed in 1854whenit wasmoved herefrom
Lanier (q.v.). At the site of the railroad depat,
Timothy Barnard had establi shed thefirst trading
postinthe aea dou 177Q Ulrich B. Philli ps said
that the town was established by E.G. Cabaniss
in 1850asthe Central of Georgia Company was
abouttomakethis stethehead o therail road (see
also Cabaniss MonroeCourty). Namedin hona
of Genera Oglethorpe, founder of Georgia (see
Oglethorpe Courty).

OGLETHORPE COUNTY. Cdled "Moth o
Statesmen.” Creaed Decenber 19,1793with 432
square mil es taken from part of Wilkes Courty.
Named for General James Edward Oglethorpe
(16961785, thefounder of Georgia. The murty
sedisLexington(qg.v.). OGLETHORPEBENCH
onFadorsWalkin Savannah (q.v.) commemorates
thespot where General Oglethorpelanded Febru-
ary12,1733Alsoin SavannahisOGLETHORPE
PARK and the OGLETHORPE STATUE on
ChippawaSquare. Another statuehonaing Geor-
gias founder was placeald atop MOUNT OGLE-
THORPE. This 3,2906foat pe& in natheast
Pickens County was formerly cdled GRASSY
KNOB. Alsoamonument to General Oglethorpe,
dedicated in 1930, stands in Queens Square,
Brunswick. South Broad Stred in Savannah has
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changed itsnameto OGLETHORPE AVENUE.
OGLETHORPE BARRACKS in Savannah was
establi shed from 1828to 1884.O0GLETHORPE
BLUFF, ontheAltamahaRiver inWayneCourty,
islocaed abou six mil es below the site of Fort
James. Locd | egendtell sthat thename came dou
after General Oglethorpeoncerodeover thebl uff
intotheriver whil ebeing pursued by Indians. See
also Fort Oglethorpe, Bibband Catoosa murties.

OGLETHORPE TRAIL. Laid ou aong the
Savannah River from Savannah to Augusta in
173637 at the diredion d General Oglethorpe
(seeOgdlethorpeCourty). Itwasa socdled RIVER
ROAD and sometimes PINE LOG TRAIL.

OGLETHORPE UNIVERSITY, Atlanta
Establi shed asOGLETHORPE COLLEGE by the
Trustees of Midway Seminary in 1835 with the
disslution of the Midway Seminary and the
Gwinnett Institute & Midway, Baldwin County.
Itwasnamed after General Oglethorpe(seeOgle-
thorpe Courty). First opened in January 1838,it
was governed and controll ed by the Presbyterian
Church. Dueto the hardships of the Civil War, it
ceased operating from 1863to 1866 andfinally

forced to close completely at Christmas 1872.

Through the dforts of Dr. Thornwell Jacobs of
Atlanta, theuniversity wasrefoundedinthat city,
and it reopened in the Fall of 1916after being
closedfor almost 44yeas. The present namewas
adopted in 1965.

OHOOPEE, Toombs Courty. Incorporated asa
town August 19, 1907to July 1, 1995.This
community in the eatern part of the wurty was
named for the OHOOPEE RIVER which flows
oremile eat of this ste. Thestreamisatributary
of the Altamaha River and arises in southeast
WashingtonCourty. GeorgeR. Stewart statesthat
this Indian name is of uncertain language and
meaning. Goff relates that ohoopee is one of
Georgiasoldest Indian termsbut that the signifi-
canceof thenameisnat clea. Brinkley saysitis
anAngli cizedformof thenameof Creek-Seminde
chief, Hopoy Hapo.

OKAPILCO CREEK, BrooksCounty. A tribu-
tary of the WithlacoocheeRiver. Willi am Read
saidtheprobablemeaningis”Big Swamp Water"
or posshly "Nighthawk Creek." A past office
named OKAPILCO was established ten miles
northwest of Quitman from 1846to 1867.

OKAUHUTKEE CREEK, Tdba-Taylor-Mamn
courties. Now cdled WHITEWATER CREEK

(g.v.).
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OKEEWALKEE CREEK.Rises12milesbelow
Dublin in Laurens Courty, and flows southeast
through upper Wheder County to the Oconee
River. May havemeant " Cow Creek,"” fromHitchi-
teg Oke, "water," andwaca, "cow," or passbly
"Place with water springs,” from u-ikai-walki. It
isalso cdled OCHWALKEE CREEK (q.v.).

OKEFENOKEE SWAMP.Corred pronurcia-
tionis"Oakeefen-oakee," but itispopuarly cdled
"O'keefeenokee" It isencompassed within the
OKEFENOKEENATIONAL WILDLIFE REF-
UGE which was purchased hy the U.S. Govern-
ment in 1937.This consists of a681square mile
expanse of wil derness thelargest preserved fresh-
water swamplandin the United States. The name
comes from the Seminadle Indian word, E-cun-fi-
no-can, which means" Trembling (or Quivering)
Earth." andis so called because of the floating
islands of the swamp. These ae pea bogs that
appea to besolid dry land; the pea is ometimes
as much as 20 fed thick with the g/presstrees
rooted into its upper crust. There have been
recorded over 77 dff erent spelli ngs of the name!
Old maps of Georgia have labeled the swamp as
EKANIFINAKA (1790, AKENFONOGA(1796,
ECKENFINOOKA (1810, OKEFINOKA (1813,
OKE-FIN-A-CAN andOQUAFANAOKA (18138.
ReverendGeorge Whitewrotethename E-FI-NO-
CAU. Therewasat onetime a ommunity cdled
OKEEFENOKEE in Clinch County, 30 miles
southeast of Homervill e, which wasdestroyed in
the Civil War. OKEFENOKEE TRAIL was the
designation of an ealy highway from Augustato
Florida.

OKEFENOKEE SWAMP PARK,WareCoun
ty. Locaed at the north entrance of Okefenokee
Swamp (g.v.), at asite &ou eight miles south of
Waycross It is managed by the Okefenokee
Asgciation, Inc. which here provides tours and
guides for visitors to the swamp.

OKI, Effingham Courty. Thiswasasmall settle-
ment nea Old Ebenezer (q.v.). The nameisthe
Hitchiti Indian word oki, meaning "water."

OKOLOCO TRAIL, JacksonCourty. Thisold
Indian highway was the original boundxry line
between Gwinnett and Jacksoncourties. Okoloco
isaCreek Indianword meaning "Hog Mountain™
(see Hog Mourtain Road).

OKTAHASASI (or OKTAHATAFLOFA),
Fulton County. An ancient Indian town, itsname
signifying SANDTOWN (q.v.).

OKWHUSKE(E), Haralson Courty. The ealy
namegiventothe TALLAPOOSA RIVER(Q.v.).
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OLA, Henry County. Anealy post office, named
after the daughter of aMr. Patten wholived here.
Waslocaed at the aosgoadsof Key'sFerry Road
and Old Maoon Road.

OLD AGENCY, CrawfordandTaylor Courties.
Wasalsocdled THEAGENCY or OLD CREEK
AGENCY. Thesiteislocated six mil es outhwest
of Robertaonthebanksof the Flint River. Indian
agent Colonel Benjamin Hawkins (see Hawkins-
vill ) in 1804establi shed thelocdity for transac
tion of his duties. It also included a plantation,
mill s, work shops, store houses, etc. After Haw-
kins died, the community dedined, and was
replacad by neaby Francisville (q.v.) which
survivedalittl elonger. Hawkin'sgraveisinacow
pasture onabeautiful knal overlookingtheriver
at the site of his home & Old Agency. He had
establi shed Fort Lawrenceontheoppasite (west)
bank.

OLD DAMASCUS, Early Courty. This rura
community, known locdly asOLD TOWN, was
originaly cdled DAMASCUS (qg.v.). When the
Georgia Pine Rail road was built through neaby
Kestler, thedepat therewascal ed Damascus, and
eventualy that community adopted thisname. Old
Damascusisabou onemil enorthwest of Damas-
Cus.

OLD DOC SLOUGH, Long County. Thisisa
creek or drain coming ou of the river swamp
abou four mil es above Doctortown. Goff said it
was probably named for Indian chief, Captain
Alledk (see Aledks Creek).

OLD EBENEZER, Effingham Courty. The
original settlement of the Sal zburgers. See Ebene-
zer.

OLD FALL LINE. SeeFdll Line.

OLD FEDERAL ROAD. This thoroughfare
becane the ealiest vehicular way of northwest
Georgia, and thefirst postal route of this sedion.
Beginning at Federal Crossng (g.v.), it crossed
at Vann'sFerry (q.v.) andfoll owed Georgiaroute
141 to Coa Mountain, Forsyth Courty, andran
northwesterly through Cherokee ad Pickens
courties. It was © named becaise the Federa
government seaured right of passageway (by an
agreament of 1803:04) fromthe Cherokeesaaoss
their lands, tofadlit ate ommunicaionandtravel
between Tennesee and the lower Southeast.

OLD FLORENCE, Stewart County. See Flor-
ence
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OLD HELL BIGHT, Wayne Courty. Thisis
abigbendinthe AltamahaRiver below themouth
of Penhdoway Creek. Thenamewasderived from
the aljacent grea swamp.

OLD ISLAND, CharltonCourty.Oneof thefirst
idandsinthe OkefenokeeSwamptobediscovered
by the whites. It is now cdled CRAVEN'S IS
LAND (q.v.).

OLD MOUNT PLEASANT, EffinghamCourty.
See Mourt Pleasant.

OLD NINE (or NUMBER NINE), WareCoun
ty. Thiswasthe ealy nameof WAY CROSS(q.v.).

OLD OCMULGEE FIELDS (or OCMUL-
GEE OLD FIELDS),BibbCourty. Waslocaed
onthesiteof OCMULGEENATIONAL MONU-
MENT (g.v.). Thiswasthought to bethelocaion
of the capital town of the so- cdl ed Creek Confed-
eragy.

OLD OCONEE TOWN, Baldwin County. See
OconeeOld Town.

OLD POST ROAD. Georgia highway 77 be-
tween Elberton and Lexington. Officially given
itsorigina nameMarch 10, 1964asthisoldroute
had beenin usefor over 150yeas, at first by post
riders. It had recently been known as MATTOX
BRIDGE ROAD.

OLD QUAKER ROAD. One of Georgias
eali est vehicular thoroughfareswhich wasopened
about 1769to link Savannah with the Quaker
settlement of Wrightsboro (q.v.). Georgiahighway
24followsthisroad qute dosely.

OLD RIVER ROAD.Ran perall el tothe Savan-
nah River from Savannah to Augusta. John Goff
said this was Georgias first long, white man's
thoroughfare, andwas marked ou in 1736-37 on
orders of General Oglethorpe.

OLD RIVER ROAD.Wasanimportant vehicu-
lar routewhich opened abou 1777alonganIndian
trail from Savannah to Rock Landing (g.v.). So
named asit ran along the west side of the Ogee
cheeRiver to Bartow (Jefferson Courty).

OLD SCREAMER MOUNTAIN,RabunCount
ty. A common rame that was used to refer to
SCREAMER MOUNTAIN (gwv.), now cdled
BLECKLEY MOUNTAIN (g.v.).

OLD TOWN, GlynnCourty. Thiswasthename
givento FREDERICA (g.v.) onSt. Simonsisland
initsdedining yeas, asreported by Aaron Burr
in 1804.
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OLD TOWN, Jefferson Courty. This ealy
community onthe OgeedheeRiver was sippcsedly
establi shed by settlersfrom South Caroli nabefore
Oglethorpe establi shed Savannah. The settlement
was originally cdled GALPHINTON (q.v.).

OLD WIRE ROAD. See Wire Road.

OLICO CREEK, Lamar and Upson courties.
See Potato Creek.

OLIVER DAM, Muscogee County (and Ala-

bama). The dam was built on the Chattahoochee
River toform LAKE OLIVER. Thiswasthesite
of thefamousold historic Clapp'sFadory (textile
mill), which was burned in 1865 ly General

Wil son'sRaiders. The dam and lake were named
for J.M. Oliver, whowas general manager of the
GeorgiaPower Company. Thereisalsoa mmmu-

nity cdled OLIVER in Screven Courty, nea the
Effingham County line. Derivation d this name
isunknown.

OLMSTEAD LAKE, Augusta. Locaed onthe
Augusta Courtry Clubgrounds. Posgbly named
for Colonel CharlesH. Olmstead, CSA whowas
commander of Fort Pulaski (g.v.) when it was
captured by Federal forceson April 11, 1861.

OLYMPIA, LowndesCourty. Thiswasanealy
trading center in the southern part of the munty.
Wasnamed fromtheideaof thehomeof the Greek
gods.

OMAHA, Stewart Courty. Incorporated asatown
October 5, 1891to July 1, 1995Was establi shed
onthe ChattahoacheeRiver, 15miles northwest
of Lumpkin, with the coming of the Seaboard
AirlineRail way, whichwasextended through here
to Montgomery, Alabama. Derivationisfroman
old Indian tribal name which means "Upstream
People" or "Against the Wind."

OMECRON, Wilkinson Courty. This was an
ealy community which was located about eight
miles northeast of Allentown, and is now the
community of LINDSEY . Thenameisavariation
of Omicron, the fifteenth letter of the Greek
alphabet.

OMEGA, Tift Courty. Pronounced"Oh-meéga.”
Incorporated as a town August 22, 1905.Was
establi shed as arail road town abou 1889when
it wasfirst cdled SURREY, locaed nine miles
south of Tifton. Omega is the last letter of the
Greek alphabet andsignifies"the end," maybe of
the railroad (there is norail road here now).
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ONI DA, Liberty Courty. Thisformer community
waslocaed 15mil esnorthwest of Hinesvill . This
isasimplified spelli ng of Oneida, anIndiantribal
name.

OOSTANAULA INDIAN TOWN, Gordon
County. Thisvill age was founcded abou the end
of the American Revolution, after which it was
replacal by New Echota (q.v.).

OOSTANAULA RIVER, Floyd and Gordon
courties. The Conasauga and Coosawatteerivers
joinabout fivemilesnortheast of Calhountoform
the Oostanaula River which flows southwesterly
to Rome. Thisis a swift river which is 45 miles
long. The Cherokee Indian name means either
"Shoaly River," "TheRock that BarsY our Way,"
"A Rock Ledge Acrossa Stream' or "High Tow-
er." Amongthevariationsof spellingshave been,
OUSTANALE, OUSTANALEE, USTANALI and
EASTANOLLEE (g.v.).

OOTHCALOOGA (or OOYOKILOKE),Gor-
donCourty. Wasthe ealy Cherokeelndian name
for thepresent city of CALHOUN(g.v.). Anealy
Indian village of OOTHCALOOGA in Bartow
County waslocaed fivemil esnorth of Adairsvill e.

OOTHKALOOGA CREEK, Bartow andGor-
don courties. Rises just below Adairsville in
Bartow County and flows northerly into Gordon
County to enter the Oostanaula River west of
Calhoun. The name is from a Cherokee word
tsutygilagi, meaning"Beaver” or "Wherethereare
Beaver Dams."

OPHELIA, Wilkes Courty. This was an ealy
hamlet, locaed twelve mil es northwest of Wash-
ington. Opheliawastheyourg, beautiful daughter
of Poloniusin Shakespeae's Hamlet.

ORANGE, Cherokee Courty. This community
islocated nine miles east of Canton onGeorgia
highway 20. May have been named for Willi am
Il (16501702 of the house of Orange or from
settlerscomingfrom Orange County, North Caro-
lina

ORCHARD HILL, Spading County. This
descriptively named community, located fivemil es
southeast of Griffin, wasincorporated as atown
August 19, 1912.

OREDELL, Palk Courty. Goff recorded that this
is"A coined name for aniron-ore shipping point
onthe Southern Railway." ThereisnoOredell on
the aurrent courty map, bu thereisinstead astop
cdled OREMONT, about six mileswest of Cedar-
town onthe Southern Railway.



Orland

ORLAND, Montgomery County. This former
townwasincorporated from August 11, 1908 until
1915, whenitscharter wasrepealed. It wasl ocated
six miles northwest of Soperton on Georgia
highway 29.

OSCEOLA, Oconee County. Founded aboaut
1869, and named by James Thompson for the
mixed-blood Creek-Seminolelndian chief of this
name. The Creek word osceola refersto a medi-
cineused by thetribein certain ceremonies. It also
may mean " Black Drink Singer," or "Black Drink
Hollerer," referringtoacall repeated whilechiefs
sippedtheblack drink madefromasi leaves. Winn
reportsthat it means™leaves," specifically leaves
of theblack yaupon, usedfor preparing the"Black
Drink." Thenameof thiscommunity waschanged
to BOGART (q.v) in 1892.

OSCEWICHEE SPRING, Wilcox County. This
water sourcewas reported to belocated ten miles
southeast of Abbeville. The name is probably a
variant of Oswitchee (g.v.).

OSIERFIELD, Irwin County. This community
located eight milesnortheast of Ocillawasincor-
porated asacity August 19, 1912 to July 1, 1995.
Its post office had closed in 1965. Derivation is
unknown.

OSKETOCHEE CREEK, Dougherty County.
Early name of TALLAHASSEE CREEK (q.v.).

OSSABAW [SLAND, Chatham County. This
isthenorthernmost of the Golden Isles, and bears
what Goff saysisone of the oldest place-names
in Georgia, one given it by the Indians centuries
beforethewhitemen settled here. Thisisland has
been inhabited for at least 4,000 years. Ossabaw
is a Guale Indian word which means "Y aupon
holly bushes place," from asiape or asiaba. The
many variationsof spelling haveincluded, OSSE-
BAH, OBISPA, USSUYBAW, HUSSABA,
HUSSAPAR, ASOPO, AUSABAW and OGE-
CHE. The English in 1720 called the island
MONTGOMERY, after Sir Robert Montgomery,
who attempted to promote the Margravate of
Azilia(g.v.). In1970this40,000-acreisland was
reserved as a cooperative center for ecology.
Ossabaw wasthefirst magjor tract of land sold by
the State of Georgiawhen it was bought by Grey
Elliott in May 1978 for $8 million. OSSABAW
SOUND is the name which refers to the waters
between Ossabaw and Wassau islands.

OSSAHATCHIE, Harris County. This former
village near Ellerslie was known as LOWES in
pioneer days. For derivation, see Ossahatchie
Creek.
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OSSAHATCHIE CREEK, HarrisCounty. Also
spelled OSAHATCHEE, this is a tributary of
Mulberry Creek. The name means "Pokeweed
Creek," fromtheMuskogee, 0sa, " pokeweed,” plus
hatchie, meaning "creek," or possibly "Raccoon
Creek" from Hitchiteesawi, "raccoon," and hachi,
"creek." Some early spellings have been,
OSAUHATCHEE, OSSOHATCHEE and
OSOUHATCHEE.

OSWITCHEE, Chattahoochee County. This
Indian town was located about nine miles south
of Columbus, and existed until 1827. It wasnamed
for the Oscoochees, an Indian tribe of the Creek
Confederation. The namewas sometimes spelled
OSWICHEE, and in much earlier days called
OSCAY OOCHEE. The Muskogee Indian word
means "switchers."

OTAUL GAUNENE, Crawford-Taylor counties.
Located on the Flint River in the vicinity of Old
Agency (g.v.). Thisisthe Creek Indian namefor
ISLANDS FORD (g.v.), fromoti, "island," plus
algi (or ulga), aplural suffix, plusnini (or nene),
"trail (or path)."

OTISCA, Decatur County. A community located
two miles southwest of Climax. Was named by
railroad officials after Otisco Lake, New Y ork.
From an Irogquoian word meaning "water-dried,"
perhaps with the idea that the lake had shrunk.

OTTER CREEK, Coffee County. Rises about
seven mileseast of Broxton and flows southward
into Seventeen Mile Creek east of Douglas.
Probably named because of an otter dlide here.

OUSLEY, LowndesCounty. A community located
eight mileswest of Va dosta. Named after thetwo
brothers, Joseph and William H. Ousley, who
settled herein 1859.

OWENSBYVILLE, Heard County. Thisformer
community was located on the west side of the
Chattahoochee River, ten mileswest of Hogans-
ville. John M. Owensby was an early postmaster
here. The present OWENSBYVILLE ROAD in
Troup County, about nine miles northwest of
LaGrange, |eadseasterly into Heard County toward
theriver.

OWLTOWN, Gilmer County. The name of this
early community was a trandation of an old
CherokeeIndian name. Thevillagewasan Indian
meeting and council place. Thereistoday asmall
community inWalker County named OWL HOL -
L OW, which probably hasasimilar derivation. It
isfour miles northwest of LaFayette.
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OXFORD, Newton County. This town was
incorporated December 23, 1839. Named in honor
of the English university town where John and
CharlesWesley were educated. It waslaid out by
Methodist minister, Edward L1oyd Thomas, who
had also planned Columbus, Georgia.

OXFORD COLLEGE, Oxford. A branch of
Emory University (g.v.), referred to as EMORY
AT OXFORD. It wasfirst named EMORY COL-
LEGE, inhonor of M ethodi st bishop, John Emory
(1789-1835). FEW HALL herewasbuiltin1852,
and namedinhonor of Dr. Ignatius Alphonso Few
(c.1789-1845), thefirst president of the college.
PIERCE HALL here was named after bishop
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George Franklin Pierce (1811-1884), the third
president of Oxford College, and thefirst president
of Georgia Female (Wesleyan) College. Also
named for Bishop Piercewere PIERCE STREET
in Oxford and PIERCE AVENUE in Macon.
HAY GOOD AVENUE in Oxford was named in
honor of Bishop George Franklin Haygood,
graduate of Oxford College, and its eighth presi-
dent. Theadministrationbuilding, SENEY HALL,
was built with a grant received from New Y ork
banker and philanthropist, George I. Seney, in
1880. Its silver bell is reportedly from a ship of
the Spanish Armadaand was given to the college
by QueenVictoria. Theinstitutionisnow usedfor
aninitial two-year program of Emory University.



